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IReport. 


T HE past year is memorable in the history of our Society from 
the changes that have taken place in regard to it. As was 
intimated in last report, the Printing office had been closed, and the 
printing operations transferred to the American Mission Press. 
Since then the plant and presses of the Society have been sold, as 
agreed to by the Trustees, on advantageous terms to the National 
Bible Society of Scotland, and are now in use at Hankow. We are 
greatly indebted to Dr. Murdoch of Madras, who came here in April 
last, and from his interest in the work, and regard for the memory 
of our lamented friend Dr. Williamson, took an active part in 
making the arrangements, which issued in the disposal of the 
Society’s property, and the establishment of things on a satisfactory 
basis. 

Another matter of special importance is the appointment of the 
Rev. Timothy Richard as Secretary of the Society. He has been 
for many years connected with the English Baptist Mission in the 
North, and is well known as an eminent Chinese scholar, with most 
suitable qualifications for the work in question. He has consented 
with the permission of this Society, and at their expense, to under¬ 
take the Secretariat for a term of three years, and we are confident 
he will discharge the duties of the office in an able and efficient 
manner. We are glad to append a statement of the views he has 
to bring before us, as indicating the line he proposes to adopt in 
carrying on the work of the Society. 

Our operations are two-fold; the preparation and distribution of 
suitable books for the instruction of the Chinese. In the former 
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department, our two monthly Magazines,—the Review of the Times, and 
the Missionary Review have been our chief concern. A full account of 
these is given by the Editor, the Rev. Dr. Allen, in the sequel, so as not 
to require any special mention here. Several articles that have ap¬ 
peared in the Magazines have been reprinted, and we would notice in 
particular a series of essays by Mr. Richard, with reference to the 
advantages of Christianity, politically, socially, and religiously 
considered. They were written in answer to an inquiry personally 
made to him by the Viceroy of Chili, and for whom the reply was 
intended in the first place. There were also 10,000 copies published of 
of the Imperial Edict on the toleration of Christianity in China, and 
various other works specially subscribed for by friends at home. 

As to the distribution that has taken place, we refer expressly to 
what was done at the late triennial examinations in different provinces, 
to wit, the Imperial Edict above alluded to, with several thousand copies 
of such works as Dr. Williamson’s Natural Theology, Bacon's Organum , 
Aids to the Bible . Faber's Civilization, the Review of the Times, and a large 
variety of Christian Tracts . These were sent to Canton, Hangchow, 
Chinan, Nankin, Wuchang, Pekin and Tai-yuen. The missionaries 
who kindly undertook the distribution of these books and papers report 
favorably of their reception, though in some instances less was done 
than would otherwise have been lowing to the recent troubles, on ac¬ 
count of which the Authorities had requested that the usual distribution 
of books at the examinations should not take place, fearing that it 
might cause disturbance on the part of the students. Several of the 
missionaries also on this ground thought proper to withhold engaging 
in the work, but examinations of this kind are regularly occurring all 
through the empire, and as originally intended by the founder of our 
Society, as well as forming a primary element of its existence, they will 
be taken advantage of under the active superintendence of our esteemed 
Secretary. 

We need simply add that as there is ample scope for the work of 
our Society among all classes in China,—men, women and children and 
as our aims are of the highest and most comprehensive kind, for the 
best interest of this people, it is hoped that encouragement will be 
given to the operations we are seeking to carry on, so that with our new 
and increased facilities, the coming year will evince much greater 





9 


progress in the course of our work, corresponding to the importance of 
the objects we have in view. 

OUR PERIODICALS. 

The Review of the Times, or Wan Kwoh Kung Pao, and the Missionary 
Review or Chung-Si Kiao Hwei Pao, have steadily maintained the high 
class and character of our publications and are becoming increasingly 
useful for the purposes of our Society. The former embraces a wide 
range of subjects and as its contributors, for the most part, both foreign 
and Chinese, are among the ablest and most experienced in China, its 
articles are nearly always appropriate to the times, forceful, interesting, 
and hence appreciated by its numerous readers. During the recent 
discussions relative to the “ Missionary Question ” it was more than 
once referred to in both the foreign and native press with commendation. 
Its position may now be considered well nigh established as a most 
successful medium through which to reach and influence the leading 
minds in China; and the Society may, without undue assumption, be 
most heartily congratulated as well on its past success as on its present 
promise of increased future usefulness. 

The latter, or Missionary Review, has not yet completed its first 
year so is not so well known as its companion, but in its general make 
up, character and contents, is no whit behind that periodical. However 
being exclusively devoted to missionary or religious topics it could 
hardly be expected to command so wide a circulation or have the same 
range of influence. Besides the former is without a rival throughout 
China, while the latter has to win its way among numerous other 
periodicals both sinaller and cheaper, and which, moreover, have local 
or denominational claims for support. 

Both these periodicals are issued monthly, and among their 
contributions are not a few which have been prepared with exceeding 
carefulness with a view to republication in tract or book form. It is 
thus these periodicals not only supply an immediate need, but offer no 
small encouragement to competent writers to prepare for permanent use 
just such articles or books—chapter by chapter— as will most fully realize 
the original objects and purposes of the Society for the Diffusion of 
Christian and General Knowledge. 





10 


THE NEED AND SCOPE OF OUR WORK. 

By Timothy Richard. 

The Need of such a Society as ours. 

The intercourse of the Chinese Government with Western nations 
during the present century, notwithstanding considerable advantages 
derived from it, has been attended with disastrous consequences to 
China. The loss of territory and subject nations; the war indemnities 
and massacre indemnities; the introduction of opium; the decline of the 
tea and silk trades, and the comparative stagnation of trade generally 
in China while that of Western nations developes by leaps and bounds; 
the probable starvation of millions annually from floods, famines, and 
the increasing poverty produced by the natural increase of the popula¬ 
tion without corresponding increase in the means of support; the recent 
riots in Central China, the burning of Mission Stations and threats of 
extermination of all Foreigners as the cause of their troubles, and the 
consequent danger of fresh war, rebellion and general anarchy, form a 
catalogue of evils that might well alarm the heart of the most stolid 
patriot. 

We know however that one of the chief sources of China’s disasters 
lies in its ignorance of how to develop its own resources, and of the best 
means of benefiting itself as other nations do by international inter¬ 
course. The late translation of the so-called Chinese “Blue Books” 
and Hunan Tracts painfully show how ignorant most of the leading 
men are in regard to these things. It has been demonstrated that for 
want of adopting modern methods China loses annually not less than 
200 millions sterling! Moreover God has so linked together the interests 
of nations, like those of the members of one family, that the prosperity 
of one nation is a benefit to all and the adversity of one is a loss to all. 

Our Aim. 

Having discovered the appalling need of an Empire with a popula¬ 
tion equal to that of the whole continent of Europe—a fourth of the 
human race—the foreign friends of China under the able advocacy of 
the much lamented late Secretary, the Rev. Dr. Williamson, started the 
Society with a view to diffuse the most useful and best knowledge among 
the leaders of the Empire. 
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The retiring interim Secretary, the Rev. W. Muirhead, has always 
taken a leading part in great philanthropic efforts to help China. The 
generosity of the Foreign communities in China and at home has 
repeatedly been shewn in response to appeals for famine relief; but 
when through ignorance many of the preventible causes of these 
famines are not removed,, there is a growing feeling that the best 
way of helping China is to give such kind of enlightenment as this 
Society attempts to give. 

We cannot even dream of establishing modern schools throughout 
the Empire; this will be the province of the Chinese Government 
after it somewhat understands its own needs and how to meet them. 
Nor do we intend to reach all the mandarins in the Empire. Much 
less can we reach every one of the Literati, who play such an 
important part in the Government of China. Still the chief Mandarins 
together with the High Examiners, Educational Inspectors of Counties, 
Professors of Colleges and a small per centage of the Literati, with 
some of the ladies and children of their families might be reached. 
The numbers are as follows:— 


The Chief Civil Mandarins of the rank of Mayor and upwards 

would be. 2,289 

The Chief Military Mandarins of the rank of Captain and 

upwards... 1,987 

The Educational Mandarins of the rank of Inspectors of 

Counties and upwards . 1,760 

The Professors of Colleges about. 2,000 

The leading expectant Mandarins who reside in each of the 
Provincial Capitals and who somewhat resemble our 
M.P.’s at home as they are advisers to the Provincial 
Government and assist in various other ways, about ... 2,000 


Five per cent, of the Literati 

when examined for the degree of Lit. D. at Peking, 
when examined for the degree of M.A. in each of the 
20 Provinces, 

when examined for the B.A. degree at the 253 Pre¬ 
fectures and Sub-Prefectures, 

The three classes together are variously estimated from half a 

million to a million; say.600,000 30,000 

10 per cent, of the ladies and children of the selected families 

of Mandarins and Literati. 4,000 


Total, 


44,036 
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Though this seems a large total to he reached, still when we take into 
consideration the vastness of the field it is the minimum that we should 
attempt with the reasonable hope of speedy success, for it amounts to 
only an average of 30 persons for each county in the Empire. 

We propose to look upon these as our pupils whom we will 
systematically instruct in regard to what is of most importance to 
China till they understand the necessity of adapting better methods for 
their suffering country. 

Proposed Methods. 

1. Periodicals of a high class order will be provided. In these 
there will be some subjects treated systematically, somewhat after the 
manner of Cassell’s Popular Educator . Happily we have secured the 
able services of Dr. Allen as Editor for these. 

2. A series of Books and Pamphlets it is hoped will be also 
provided to show the bearing of Educational and Religious development 
on industries and trade and on every department of national progress. 

3. Prizes it is hoped will be given for the best Papers by the 
Chinese on various subjects connected with the enlightenment and 
progress of the nation. 

4. We hope also to stimulate towards other means for the 
enlightenment of China, such as Lectures, Museums, Reading Rooms, 
etc., by supplying them with useful knowledge on the great value 
of these. 


5. Depots it is hoped will be established at each Examination 
centre where our publications will be on sale. 

6. We hope especially to secure the co-operation of the Chinese 
in all these efforts and to get them to form Societies for the 
advancement of learning. 

7. We intend to have advertisements of our Society’s aims and 
purposes put out at every examination. As the school-masters of 
every distant village attend these examinations we hope in this way 
to make our influence felt in every nook and corner of the empire. 
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Our Finances. 

To reach these 250 Examination centres we need at least one 
hundred dollars worth of our Publications for each centre. This will 
only provide about sixteen dollars worth for each county. But it 
needs $25,000 to reach the whole Empire. Still what is £4,000 
annually for an enterprise with consequences so great? The sales 
would enable us to improve and extend our work. 

Besides appealing to our old friends for their continued support 
we hope that, owing to the dangers which the recent riots brought 
to light, their sympathies will be drawn forth to give greater aid in this 
work of enlightenment than in the past. 

We would also very especially commend our efforts to the 
support of the following classes :— 

1. The Chinese Authorities, as it is in the interest of their country 
that the Society has been formed. 

2. Europeans in the Service of the Chinese Government. 

3. European Ministers, Consuls, Merchants and other philanthro¬ 
pic and Christian men in China. 

4. The various classes in Europe and America occupying the same 
position as those whom we seek to reach in China. If a Mayor 
were to raise funds to circulate information among a hundred 
Mayors, a Governor among Governors, a General among Generals, 
Merchants among Merchants, Professors among Professors, Cham¬ 
bers of Commerce among the Merchant Guilds of China, etc., and 
especially the “ Old China ” friends, there should be no difficulty 
in reaching the amount required. 

By continued effort we hope to lessen the chances of Foreign wars, 
massacres or riots, and the starvation of millions from preventive 
floods and famines; we hope trade will be doubled and trebled, and 
that China will be set on a career of progress and prosperity in every 
department. This was the hope of the founder of our Society. This 
is the hope of our President and Directors, and this will animate every 
active member of our Society until our hopes are realized. 
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Some believe in the supreme power of the moral and spiritual 
truths of Christianity to bring about general reformation. Others feel 
the imperative need of direct enlightenment in regard to the material, 
social and political welfare of the people. Both are needed. The 
funds contributed will be applied to either or both according to the 
wishes of the subscribers. 
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Subscriptions anb Donations. 


Names. 

Taels. 

Dollaks. 

John Macgregor, Esq. 

50.00 


B. G. Bredon, Esq. 

10.00 


John Walter, Esq. 

15.00 


C. Vincent-Smith, Esq. 

25.00 


G. H. Wheeler, Esq. 

10.00 


C. Thorne, Esq. 

25.00 


John G. Pnrdon, Esq. 

10.00 


J. C. Bois, Esq. 

20.00 


H. M. Hillier, Esq. 

5.00 


Carl Jantzen, Esq. 

20.00 


B. W. Little, Esq. 

5.00 


W. H. Talbot, Esq. 

15.00 


B. Henderson, Esq. 

20.00 


Bev. H. C. Hodges. 

10.00 


J. Simpson Shaw, Esq. 

10.00 

344.41 

J. A. Leonard, Esq. 


10.00 

C. S. Addis, Esq. 


10.00 

A. Burmanm, Esq... 


10.00 

$374.41 




































Receipts and expenditure from ist Hovember, 1800 , to 31 st October. 1891 
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Audited and found correct. Shanghai, 26th November , i#9i 

ANDREW BURMAN. 










































Appendix. 


rriHE FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING of this Society was held on 
A Wednesday afternoon the 9th December, 1891, at the Municipal 
Council Board Boom. 

The chair was taken by Mr. J. G. Purdon, of the Municipal Council. 
Among those present were the Bight Bev. Bishop Moule, Bev. Dr. Allen, 
Bey. Dr. Edkins, Bev. W. Muirhead, Bev. H. C. Hodges, Bev. T. B. Steven¬ 
son, Bev. Timothy Bichard (Secretary), Messrs. C. Thorne, G. Jamieson, 
B. E. Bredon, W. H. Poate, A. Kenmure and J. McDonald. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Bishop Moule. 

The minutes of the prevous Annual Meeting were then confirmed. 

The Chairman, in moving the adoption of the report, observed that 
one of principal things in the report was the appointment of the Bev. 
Timothy Bichard as Secretary, which appointment, as well as that of the 
Executive Committee, would need confirmation. Their thanks were due 
to the Society of which Mr. Bichard is a member for allowing him to take 
up the duties of Secretary, and to him for undertaking the work. Mr. 
Bichard was too well known to need commendation from him (the speaker), 
and under his auspices the object of the Society would no doubt be well 
and fully carried out. That object, the dissemination of literature, was of 
incalculable value with a reading and thinking people like the Chinese ; 
and if the Society accomplished only a tithe of the objects which their 
Secretary had set down, they might congratulate themselves very much. 
They could not hope to do a great deal in a day; all they could hope was 
that when they had passed away the seed they had helped to sow would 
bring forth a harvest which would be creditable to Western civilisation. 
Beferring to the account, the Chairman pointed out that the comparatively 
large ba^uce in hand was due to the sale of the printing plant, which of 
course was not part of the regular income. Otherwise the receipts were 
not very large, and more subscriptions were needed to spread these 
publications among the unenlightened population of China. The 
subscriptions did not amount to very much ($374.41,) and the community, 
he thought, might very well, be appealed to for an increase. No doubt 
when the community knew the good it would do, they would respond in 
their usual generous manner. 

The Rev. H. C. Hodges seconded the adoption of the report, and the 
motion was carried. 
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The Rev. W. Muirhead merged “ That this meeting expresses its hearty 
satisfaction at the appointment of the Rev. Timothy Richard as Secretary 
of the Society.” The speaker referred to the admirable work done by the 
late Dr. Williamson, and temporarily by Mr. C. S. Addis, as Secretary, 
and described the steps which were taken to obtain the services of 
Mr. Richard as their successor. Mr. Richard, the speaker said, was an 
eminent Chinese scholar, had studied the requirements of China from 
many points of view, and was well able to carry out the objects of the 
Society in a way which would be satisfactory to all. 

The Chairman seconded the motion, and it was carried. 

Mr. C. Thorne moved “That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
the Rev. Dr. Allen for his able and efficient services as editor of the 
'Review of the Times , and Missionary Review and to the gentlemen who have 
kindly aided him by their literary contributions, “remarking that these 
publications were extremely useful and without them the Society would 
certainly not be so useful at it had hitherto proved to be.” 

Mr. W. H. Poate seconded the motion and it was carried. 

The Rev. Dr. Edkins moved. 

“ That this meeting while thanking the supporters of the' Society for 
their subscriptions, encourages the extension of the work in the prepara¬ 
tion of much needed books and magazines for the information of the 
Chinese on a variety of important subjects connected with their welfare, 
and the wide-spread circulation of such literature among the Chinese 
officials students and others ; and further, this meeting earnestly hopes 
that liberal assistance will be given by foreigners and Chinese for the 
carrying out of these important objects.” 

The speaker said there were already ten or twelve provinces in which 
special efforts had been made to distribute useful literature among the 
students at the examinations. This work should be extended to all the 
provinces, and they ought, with the means at their disposal, to place such 
literature in the hands of the high officials, who were more open now than 
ever before to receive impressions for good. In addition to imparting 
knowledge of our religion, we have to teach the Chinese healthy politics 
and healthy social opinions, towards which work every one should try to 
do something. 

The Rev. Dr. Allen, in seconding the motion, observed that there was 
far more implied in the efforts to reach the literati, scattered over the 
provinces, than might be thought. China was supposed to be an autocracy 
governed from Peking. That was true in an administrative sense; but 
Peking had to get its information in many cases from the provinces, and it 
was found that many questions, especially those affecting international 
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relations, were referred to officials in tlie provinces. At Shanghai alone there 
were no less than three colleges in the city. One of these institutions 
had to do largely with international questions, which it took up for discus¬ 
sion from to time to time. Large prizes were offered for essays on these 
subjects ; and the essays were frequently printed and placed on sale. The 
Wan Kwoh Kung Pao (Reviw of the times) was regularly subscribed for by the 
Tsungli Yamen and was read by Prince Ch’un during his lifetime ; and 
from time to time the high officials had expressed opinions with regard to 
the subjects discussed in it. He thought they had reason to be encouraged 
to continue this kind of work. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Moule moved a vote of thanks to the Executive 
Committee for their labours during the year and especially to the retiring 
Secretary, the Rev. W. Muirhead, remarking that knowing what it meant 
merely to read a Chinese book, he felt the labour of making one was very 
serious indeed. The courage of the Executive Committee could not be 
too highly praised, and gratitude for it could not be too fervidly expressed. 

The Rev. T. R. Stevenson seconded the motion, and it was carried. 

Mr. R. E. Bredon moved, Mr. Thorne seconded, and it was resolved, 
“ That the names of Mr. N. J. Hannen, Mr. G. Jamieson, Mr. Wade 
Gard’ner, Mr. C. E. Rowband, Mr. J. F. Seaman, the Rev. H. H. Lowry, 
Mr. J. L. Scott, Mr. Herbert Smith, Mr. H. R. Hearn, and Mr. E. H. 
Wheeley be added to the list of Directors. 

On the motion of Mr. G. Jamieson, seconded by the Rev. H. C. Hodges, 
it was agreed that the office-bearers for the ensuing year be : Sir Robert 
Hart, G.C.M.G., President; Mr. J. G. Purdon, Vice-President; Mr. W. H. 
Poate, Hon. Treasurer ; Rev. T. Richard, Secretary; Rev. Dr. Allen, Rev. 
Dr. Edkins, Rev. W. Muirhead and Mr. C. Thorne, members of the 
Executive Committee. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, moved by the Rev. T. R. Stevenson, 
and the benediction, pronounced by the Rev. H. C. Hodges, closed the 
proceedings. 
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